
 
 
 
What the manifestos say on transport infrastructure investment: 
 
Conservatives 

• Currently delivering one of the largest ever investment programmes in roads and railways, 
delivering £40bn in transport improvements across the UK for the rest of this decade. 

• Investing to reduce travel time and cost, increase capacity and attract investment here in the 
UK. 

• Continuing a programme of strategic national investments, including High Speed 2, Northern 
Powerhouse Rail and the expansion of Heathrow Airport – and will ensure these great 
projects do as much as possible to develop the skills and careers of British workers. 

• A new £23bn National Productivity Investment Fund. Spending will be targeted at areas that 
are critical for productivity including: housing, research and development, economic 
infrastructure and skills. Will include the largest investment in railways since Victorian times, 
£1.1bn to improve local transport and £250 million in skills by the end of 2020.  

 
Labour 

• Create a National Transformation Fund that will invest £250bn over ten years in upgrading 
our economy. 

• Complete the HS2 high-speed rail line from London through Birmingham to Leeds and 
Manchester, and then into Scotland, consulting with (and, where necessary, compensating) 
communities. 

• Link HS2 with other rail investments, such as Crossrail of the North (tying together our great 
northern cities) and on to the Durham Freight Centre. 

• Build a new Brighton mainline for the South East. 

• Build Crossrail 2 to ensure London continues to prosper. 

• Deliver rail electrification and expansion across the whole country, including Wales and the 
South West. 

• Complete the Science Vale transport arc that runs from Oxford to Cambridge through Milton 
Keynes. 

• Bring railways back into public ownership, as franchises expire or, in other cases, with 
franchise reviews or break clauses. 

 
Lib Dems 

• £100bn on infrastructure investment 

• Significant investment in road and rail infrastructure, including a continued commitment to 
HS2, Crossrail 2 and rail electrification. 

• Ensure the National Infrastructure Commission takes full account of the environmental 
implications of all national infrastructure decisions 



• Devolve significant infrastructure spending to local areas. 

• Pursue the electrification of the rail network, improve stations, reopen smaller stations, 
restore twin-track lines to major routes and proceed with HS2, HS3 and Crossrail 2, including 
development of a high-speed network stretching to Scotland. 

• Invest capital in major transport improvements and infrastructure. 

• Complete East West Rail, connecting Oxford and Cambridge and catalysing major new 
housing development. 

• Ensure London’s transport infrastructure is improved to withstand the pressure of 
population and economic growth. 

 

SNP 

• In government, the SNP has prioritised investment in infrastructure to improve public 
services, enhance connectivity, create jobs and grow the economy.  

• In 2017-18 almost £6.4 billion of infrastructure projects are under construction in Scotland  

• Connecting Scotland to HS2 must be a priority, with construction beginning in Scotland as 
well as England, and a high speed connection between Glasgow, Edinburgh and the north of 
England as part of any high-speed rail network. 

• SNP MPs will engage the UK government in discussions on the feasibility of improving cross-
border rail links, including linking Carlisle to the Borders Railway. 
 

 
Read the full manifestos: 
 
Conservatives 
Labour 
Lib Dem 
SNP 
 

https://www.conservatives.com/manifesto
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/manifesto2017
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/themes/5909d4366ad575794c000000/attachments/original/1495020157/Manifesto-Final.pdf?1495020157
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/thesnp/pages/9544/attachments/original/1496320559/Manifesto_06_01_17.pdf?1496320559

